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B r a d f o r d  B u l l e t i nB r a d f o r d  B u l l e t i nB r a d f o r d  B u l l e t i n    
B R A D F O R D  A C A D E M Y ’ S  P A R E N T  U P D A T E   

T i m o r  D o m i n i  P r i n c i p i u m  S c i e n t i a e  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

• 8/25 - Running Club 

• 8/26 - First Soccer game - 

HOME!  

• 8/30 - Soccer game away 

• 9/2 - MS Volleyball, soccer away 

• 9/05 - Labor Day, no school 

• 9/08 - XC (boys only) away, MS 

& JV volleyball home 

• 9/10 - Mebane on the Move 

Mad Dash, 5k and 10k 

• 9/15 - MS volleyball, soccer 

home 

• 9/22 -  HOUSE soccer 

tournament! 

• 9/22 - Soccer away 

• 9/27 - JV volleyball away 

• 9/29 - XC HOME meet 

 

P R A Y E R  

Please pray for God’s supply 

regarding specific needs: 

1) Planning and execution of 

the many tasks that make 

Bradford a special place! 

2) Scholarship fund, 

3) Our HIGH SCHOOL program, 

4) Growing  athletic program 

 The week before school begins, the 

teachers meet daily to discuss matters both 

practical and philosophical.  There are many 

mundane tasks that we needed to complete  and 

put in order before our young scholars arrived 

last week.  Those work days are long and busy 

days, but never too busy to stop and think about 

the grand ideas that have motivated us to create 

Bradford Academy.  We often review the 

foundational ideas that shape our program.  One 

of those topics is our view and understanding of 

the Bible.    

 We believe that the scriptures of the 

Old and New Testaments, all 66 books, are the 

complete and accurate record of God’s works 

and His will for all mankind.  Regardless of race, 

ethnicity, or geographical 

location, the Bible 

uniquely stands as the 

authority for all humanity.  

We believe that the events 

are real historical events 

that happened in time and 

space.  In other words, we 

really believe the Bible is true.  It is true in its 

record and in its moral requirements. 

 This foundation is important in that it 

shapes the way we view the world around us.  It 

is the Bible that interprets our experiences and 

should inform our decisions.  If we were to hold 

to the view that the scriptures are merely a 

mythology that merely suggest a way to live or 

that the stories simply serve as moral lessons, 

our convictions regarding those moral principles 

would be significantly weaker.  However, 

because we believe that Jesus really did prove 

His divinity and really 

did require us to love 

one another, LOVE 

becomes a moral 

imperative, not just a 

good idea. 

 When we 

correctly understand who we are and how we 

ought to live rightly, we gain the foundational 

strength Jesus promised.  He said, “
 
...whoever 

hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I 

will liken him to a wise man who built his house 

on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods 

came, and the winds blew and beat on that 

house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on 

the rock. 
 

“But everyone who hears these 

sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be 

like a foolish man who built his house on the 

sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, 

and the winds blew and beat on that house; 

and it fell. And great was its fall.” 

 Everyone stands on a philosophical 

foundation whether they 

know it or not.  The 

important question is 

whether or not it is a 

g o o d  f o u n d a t i o n .  

Everyone holds to a set of 

beliefs that shape what 

they do and how they act.  

Furthermore, everyone needs to address the 

big questions in life such  as, “Who are we?” 

“Where did we come from?” or “What’s wrong 

with the world and how do I fix it?”  We start 

with the Bible. 

 If you are uncertain about your 

ultimate foundation, here is a quick test:  Think 

about something you have done or believe. 

Next, ask yourself why you did that. Then ask 

your self why again. Then ask why again.  If you 

get to a place where you can’t go any farther, 

that last thing is your foundation.  I hope that 

if we all do that 

exercise we will all 

end up with a final 

answer that centers 

on God and His 

Word.  Peace and 

grace. 
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Bradford Office (Laura Johnston) 

office@bradfordacademy.org 

 

www. BradfordAcademy.org 
 

Bradford Academy 

939 S. 3rd St. Ext. 

Mebane, NC 27302 
 

(336)263-1262 

 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for doctrine,  

for reproof, for correction,  

for instruction in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be complete,  

thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

T h e  R o c k  o fT h e  R o c k  o f   
O u r  F o u n d a t i o nO u r  F o u n d a t i o n   
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From the Teacher’s Desk 
M r s .  R i v e r a  &  

M r s .  J o n e s  
( K i n d e r g a r t e n )  

Our young scholars persevered through 

their first full week of school. They have 

learned how to walk quietly in line, raise 

their hand for questions (not stories-we 

share those at recess), show love to our 

fellow classmates, put their homework in 

their black folders, listen and follow 

instructions, and obey right away with a 

happy heart.                    

   

Math: Bradford begins with Saxon 1st 

grade math, so the first week is review of 

proper handwriting of the numerals 0-9. 

They were introduced to our calendar and 

learned all of the pieces of information 

that a calendar tells us. 
 

Phonics: We are working on the sound /Aa / They love to echo 

back the correct sound or words that start with “a.”   The 

students enjoyed describing all of the treasures they had in 

their museum bag.  This show and tell time is their introduction 

to public speaking where we teach them to make eye contact 

with their audience and to speak clearly. 
 

History: Our timeline began with the Creation card. We read 

the creation account from Genesis 1:1 and discussed the days 

of creation. We sang a song to help us remember what was 

created on each day. The students also learned the first two 

verses of the B.C. History Fact Song. 
 

Music: Kindergarteners were introduced to our featured 

composer, Beethoven. The have been listening to 

Fur Elise, Moonlight Sonata and Beethoven’s 5th 

Symphony. If you play one of these pieces at home, 

don’t be surprised if your child  recognizes it! 
 

Art: After learning about the earth that God 

created, we tried to create an earth as well. We 

used blue and green markers on coffee filters to 

make a blended colors earth. We discussed that we 

could make something that looks like the earth, but 

only God can create the real thing. 
 

P.E.: Axial movement, importance of balance 
 

Science: We focused on the Creation of the World 

this week, including the vast variety of animals and 

plants that God made. We used small bottles filled 

with water and oil to show how the two liquids can 

mix together and appear as one, but in the end 

they separate. This visual was to help them 

understand what is meant by the separation of 

waters on day 2 of Creation. 
 

Memory Verse: Proverbs 1:7, 1 

Corinthians 13:4-8a; Catechism 

questions : #1, #2, and #3  

 
 

M r s .  C a m p b e l l  
( 1 s t  G r a d e )  

Math:  Telling and showing time to the 

hour; writing numbers to 100; doubles 

facts with sums to 18; identifying 

attributes of pattern blocks; identifying 

ordinal position to sixth; creating and 

reading patterns. 
 

Phonics:  Students persevered through 

lots of review this week including first 

and last names, alphabetizing, and 

middle short vowels.  Next week we plan 

to dive into the first of many new sounds 

we will cover this year along with the first of our wonderful 

history-based primers. 
 

Grammar: “A noun is the name of a person, place, thing or 

idea.”  First grade students will recite this definition, in 

addition to a fun song about nouns, until they can say it in 

their sleep!  After being introduced to nouns, we also began 

memorizing a poem about the incredible transformation of a 

caterpillar into a butterfly. 
 

History:  We begin the year by discovering some of the great 

symbols of our nation’s heritage, and this week our focus was 

on the American flag.  We also read A is for America by Devin 

Scillian. 
Continued on page 4... 
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T e a c h e r  c o n t a c t  T e a c h e r  c o n t a c t  T e a c h e r  c o n t a c t  T e a c h e r  c o n t a c t      

I n f o r m a t i o nI n f o r m a t i o nI n f o r m a t i o nI n f o r m a t i o n     

 Jeff Johnston  

jjohnston@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Laura Johnston 

office@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Barbara Rivera (K -Full) 

brivera@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Megan Jones (K  - 1/2Day) 

mjones@bradfordacaemy.org 
 

Jenny Campbell (1st) 

jcampbell@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Rachel Stevenson (2nd) 

rstevenson@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Ellen Mitchell (3rd) 

emitchell@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Ana Hamilton (4th) 

ahamilton@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Amanda Windes (5th) 

awindes@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Virginia Garrett (6th) 

vgarrett@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Jesse Hamilton (9th) 

jhamilton@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Allison Gregory (Music)  

agregory@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Amy Fairchild (7th-9th Art)  

afairchild@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Holly Orlowski (7th-8th Math)  

horlowski@BradfordAcademy.org 
 

Ken James (7th-9th Science)  

kjames@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Ashley Morrison (9th Spanish)  

amorrison@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Lori Byrd (9th Geometry)  

lbyrd@bradfordacademy.org 
 

Danielle Vanlandingham (Afterschool Director)  

afterschool@bradfordacademy.org 

T H A N K S  M AYO R  S T E P H E N S O N !  

Savannah, one of our second graders,  had the rare pleasure of having 

lunch with Mebane’s own mayor, Glendel Stephenson and his wife Pat.  

This opportunity was one if the items that was auctioned off at last year’s 

Legacy Gala.  They had a wonderful time together and Savannah even 

squeezed in a game of checkers.  They had a “positively charming” time 

together at the Karma Café in downtown Mebane!  Thank you Mayor for 

taking some time to encourage one our young Mebanites! 

Note the intensity before our fist meet Note the intensity before our fist meet 

at Cary Christian!at Cary Christian!  
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Writing:  Students began a journal in which they will copy and 

illustrate sentences from great pieces of classic literature.  This 

week we read from Little House in the Big Woods. 
 

Science:  Introduced classification song, reviewed what God 

created on each of the first 6 days of the week 
 

Art:  We began the year by discussing “What is art?” and “Where 

did creativity come from?”  My desire is that children would 

learn to see the beauty of God’s created world all around them 

and not only appreciate it on a deeper level, but also be able to 

imitate it to the best of their ability. 
 

P.E.:  Soccer 
 

Verse: I Corinthians 13:4-8a 
 

M i s s  S t e v e n s o n  
( 2 n d  G r a d e )  

Math: Telling, Showing and Estimating Time to the Nearest Half 

Hour, Identifying Addends, Sums, and the Commutative Property 

of Addition, Adding 0, 1, and Doubles, Identifying a Missing 

Addend, Estimating Length to the Nearest Inch, Measuring and 

Drawing Line Segments to the Nearest Inch, Drawing Congruent 

Line Segments, Identifying the Properties of a Rectangle, 

Identifying and Measuring the Length and Width of a Rectangle, 

Ordering Two-Digit Numbers 
 

History: Creation (learning what God created on each of the 7 

days of the week) 
 

Grammar: Alphabetization, Synonyms/Antonyms, Noun and 

Verb Jingles 
 

Phonics: Consonants 
 

Spelling: Names and Sight Words 
 

Reading: Danny and the Dinosaur 
 

Latin: Greeting Words (hello, goodbye, teacher, student) 
 

Science: Discussed classification of living things. 
 

P.E.:  Soccer 
 

Verse: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a  
 

M r s .  M i t c h e l l  
( 3 r d  G r a d e )  

Math: Identifying dates for the seasons of the year; pictographs; 

frequency tables and bar graphs; making an organized list to 

solve a problem; addends and sums; adding multiples of 10, 100, 

1,000, and 10,000. 
 

History: Minoan Culture - the earliest European 

civilization.  History tests will be on Fridays, with occasional 

cards that take 2 weeks to cover. 
 

Reading:  The Boxcar Children, Book 1.  We are focusing on 

comprehension. 
 

From the Teacher’s Desk (Continued) 
Latin: 1st conjugation verb - amo; four principal parts of a 

verb; first 5 nouns.  Tests will usually be on Fridays. 
 

Grammar:  1st set of vocabulary words; when to use “a” or 

“an” before a noun.  Tests will usually be on Wednesdays. 
 

Writing:  Setting goals; interesting facts about ourselves; 

began editing rules and learning proofreading marks. 
 

Science: Began Biology unit:  Review of Classification; 

vertebrates & invertebrates.  Study sheet is in black 

folders.  Test:  8/31. 
 

Art:  Drawing spheres, showing shadow and shading. 
 

P.E.:  Soccer drills and skills; getting ready for the soccer P.E. 

field trip.  9/22 
 

Verse: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, review for returning 

students.  This is new for new students. 
 

A word about homework:  As students continue to learn 

classroom routines and rhythms, we will be able to accomplish 

more each day, which will lessen homework.  Newer students 

will likely have more homework until they get up to speed 

with the curriculum and daily assignments.  I would like to 

know if your student is not being loving to homework helpers, 

as I encourage that quite often in class and want to hold them 

accountable. 

 
 

M r s .  H a m i lt o n  
( 4 t h  G r a d e )  

Math: We began this year learning about sequences and 

digits, even and odd numbers, using money to illustrate place 

value, comparing whole numbers, learning to name whole 

numbers and money, and adding whole numbers. Students 

are doing a great job adjusting to using a math textbook and 

to the new homework standard. 
 

History: We commenced our history curriculum by learning 

more about the fall of Rome, and we studied our first history 

card, Saint Augustine Converts to Christianity. Students also 

watched a brief biographical sketch of Augustine’s life from 

the Torchlighters series. 
 

Grammar: This week we worked on synonyms and antonyms, 

a/an choices, and began journal writing. We also began 

introductory sentences and had our first quiz. 
 

Writing: Each student completed the first draft of  a story of 

their choice using the basic elements of a story. I am very 

excited to observe their creativity! 
 

Literature: We read, studied, and discussed the first six 

chapters of Door in the Wall. Students also did an incredible 

job conducting a Socratic discussion using themes, ideas, and 

opinions from Door in the Wall. 
 

Latin: After a brief reminder on why we learn Latin, we 

B r a d f o r d  B u l l e t i n  
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B r a d f o r d  B u l l e t i n  

reviewed charts, chants, and basic 

Latin study skills. Also, students have 

successfully completed Chapter 1 and 

their first Libellus translation passage, 

Augustinus. As a reminder from last 

year, the following Latin study 

schedule is strongly encouraged: 

• Day 1 of a new chapter - students 

will learn the vocabulary and the 

chart in class, and will study it further 

at home. 

• Day 2 - students should review the 

vocabulary and then “quiz” 

themselves by filling in sections A & B 

on the chapter worksheet without 

looking back to the vocabulary list; 

they should then study what they left 

blank and try again. 

• Day 3 - study definitions for the grammar section, review 

vocabulary. 

• Day 4 - students will study for the quiz on the following day 

(they may take the quiz in their book as part of their study). 
 

Science: We reviewed the classification system focusing on 

the Kingdom Plantae, learned how to use a microscope, and 

watched BBC’s Life: Plants documentary. 
 

Art: We began the year by reviewing the shades and uses of 

their drawing pencils and jumping right into drawing with a 

practice of the sphere, cubes, and blended shading. 
 

P.E.:  Soccer drills and skills; getting ready for the soccer P.E. 

field trip.  9/22 

 
 

M i s s  W i n d e s  
( 5 t h  G r a d e )  

Math: Multiplying and Dividing Whole Numbers and Money; 

Fact Families; Unknown Numbers in Addition and Subtraction; 

Unknown Numbers in Multiplication and Division; Order of 

Operations; Fractional Parts. 
 

History: We dove into our history curriculum this week 

learning about Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal who 

built his own school of navigation and gathered scholars, 

mapmakers, and ship captains there to push the boundaries of 

the known world. 
 

Reading: The reading of The Hobbit has begun! We have been 

introduced to our main characters - the hobbit Bilbo, the 

wizard Gandalf, and a motley assortment of dwarves who 

want Bilbo to join them on a quest to reclaim their ancestors’ 

gold. 
 

Latin: We are beginning the year by reviewing nouns and their 

declensions, verbs and their tenses, and the steps for 

translating sentences. 
 

Grammar: Vocabulary, jingles and prepositions. 
 

Writing: After discussing the power and possibility of writing 

and words, we began simply by 

creating a key word outline and 

rewriting a paragraph about sea 

snakes. We also reviewed avoiding 

dull words and replacing them with 

lively powerful words. 
 

Art: We practiced shadows, shading, 

perspective, and many of the skills 

we learned last year by warming up 

with cubes and then drawing in 

pencil a castle complete with turrets, 

windows, ramps, and an arch. 
 

P.E.:  Fitness focus, goals, challenges 

and stretches. 
 

Verse: Romans 12:1-2 
 

Upcoming Tests: 

Tuesday, 8/23: Ch. 1 Latin 

Friday, 8/26: Spelling, Romans 12:1-3, History 

 
 

M r s .  G a r r e t t  
( 6 t h  G r a d e )  

Math: Properties of Multiplication, Division, Addition and 

Subtraction 
 

History: The Monroe Doctrine and political culture 

surrounding his letter and concerns. Geography of North and 

South America in 1815. 
 

Reading: The Jungle Book, Kipling’s biographical information, 

and a study on point of view. 

 

Grammar: Synonyms, antonyms and jingle reviews of all of the 

previous grammar years. Looking at the Bible through the lens 

of grammar. 
 

Writing: Journaling and editing marks 
 

Science: Matter, Energy and Atoms along with the Intelligent 

Design and scientific discovery. 
 

Art: Sketching and shading one’s own hand, contour drawing 
 

P.E.:  Fitness focus, goals, stretches and challenges. 
 

Logic: Inquiring minds and humility 
 

Verse: Ephesians 1:1-6 
 

M r .  J o h n s t o n  
( 7 t h / 8 t h  G r a d e  H o m e r o o m )  

Pre-Algebra: We reviewed whole and natural numbers, 

expanded notation, number lines, and rounding.  We started 

learning the abstract notion of a variable in algebra by 

examining find the missing number in addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division problems.  We began to look at 

patterns in addition and subtraction word problems.  The 

students took their first test.  You can find their test grade 

recorded in Jupiter grades.   
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Algebra:  We reviewed addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 

division of fractions.  We reviewed geometry topics, such as 

types of angles, polygons, triangles, and circles, and how to find 

perimeter, the sum of the angles, and circumference.  We went 

over absolute value and the addition of signed numbers.  The 

students took their first test.  You can find their test grade 

recorded in Jupiter grades. 
 

Omnibus I (7th): It’s been a great start to our year thus far; we 

are reading through Genesis and examining many of the 

complex and fascinating issues it raises, such as the story of 

creation, the difficult matter of reconciling God’s sovereignty 

and evil, and much more. 
 

Omnibus II (8th): Our year began with The Church History of 

Eusebius, and the students are doing a great job reading and 

thinking about the story of the early church. Of particular 

interest this week were the important theological issues of the 

divinity of Christ and the continuation of the apostles and 

miraculous gifts. 
 

Logic: 7th and 8th grade will spend their logic classes reviewing 

and refining their understanding of the strengths and 

weaknesses associated with informal logic including logical 

fallacies and proper debate. 
 

Paideia Seminar:  We did our first Paideia class this week.  The 

seminar will simply be an opportunity to learn and discuss how 

to profitably enter and participate in a discussion.  Because we 

want our students to develop and hone their skills of learning, 

leading, and persuading by way of conversation, we will work to 

develop it correctly in all the students.  On the students’ report 

card this will not show as a separate course but is really part of 

their Logic Class. 
 

Latin Alive 2: Students begin the year with review of previously 

learned concepts and some new vocabulary. 
 

Composition: Our composition class is built around two classic 

texts, The Elements of Style and The Lively Art of Writing. We 

began with the former and are already well on our way toward 

becoming more grammatically sound and effective writers! 
 

Music: We had a wonderful time praising God and learning 

about Music this week! The students were introduced to the 

new teacher, and given the expectations for class time, then 

were given the weekly verse: Ps. 150:6. We then learned from 

the program, “Classics for Kids” about our Composer of the 

Quarter - Beethoven. We then moved to Music Theory and 

learned what the Treble Clef, Bass Clef, and Staff are in our 

worksheet. Lastly, we spent time singing the hymns of the 

quarter and the school song, “Non Nobis Domine”. 
 

Art:  This week we finished discussing John James 

Audubon.  Additionally, we began studying how to draw cartoon 

characters, create exaggerated facial features,  and create 

pictures that tell a story. 
 

From the Teacher’s Desk (Continued) 
PE:  We began our year with learning how to properly stretch 

out and warm up the body before beginning strenuous 

exercise.  We also discussed proper running form and 

practiced some training skills and footwork to enhance 

coordination and speed. 
 

M r .  H a m i lt o n  
( 9 t h  G r a d e  H o m e r o o m )  

Art: The class discovered that John James Audubon was an 

artist as well as a scientist and studied his methods for 

painting birds.  Perhaps one of the most shocking facts they 

discovered about Audubon was that he was an excellent 

hunter and considered it a failure unless he and his assistants 

killed over 100 birds…a day.  We also learned how to properly 

use their art easels and stock their painting supplies. Lastly, we 

began studying watercolors and how different each one could 

be manipulated to create different effects on the paper. 
 

Literature: We began our year with The Pilgrim’s Progress, the 

classic allegory that had such an influence on Western culture 

in the early modern period. Thus far we have examined its 

background and analyzed its use of themes and 

characterization. 
 

Logic:  This year’s course covers a branch of Formal Logic that 

is referred to as Propositional or Symbolic Logic.  While last 

year the students practiced doing categorical statements this 

year the focus will be on propositions and the way entire 

propositions work to express truth.  We are using the text 

from Canon Press, Intermediate Logic, by James Nance.  We 

will be using many real world examples and I have a suspicion 

that politics may come up from time to time. 
 

History: Our history class began with a look at post-

Reformation Europe and the discord, persecution, and chaos 

that at times threatened to overwhelm the region. 
 

Theology: We began our theology class with a look at online 

Bible study tools and methods, and then transitioned to a 

study of the theology of the 17th century. 
 

Spanish: Last Friday we explored the online Supersite for our 

textbook.  It is incredibly full of creative ways to practice 

speaking Spanish (the teacher gets to hear what the students 

record!) and to hear native Spanish speakers use the 

vocabulary words in real contexts.  Every chapter contains a 

“Fotonovela” which will allow us to follow an American 

student through her study abroad experience in Mexico city. 

We are practicing and memorizing the Spanish alphabet 

thanks to an upbeat kids’ tune. We discussed different 

pronunciations throughout the Spanish speaking world.  John 

3:16 is our first memory verse.  “Paco Peco” is a silly tongue 

twister (trabalengua) which helps us practice 

pronunciation.  The theme of Descubre I, chapter 1 (pgs 1-38) 

is greetings and introductions. First quiz on greetings is 

Friday.  Hasta luego! 

B r a d f o r d  B u l l e t i n  


